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Meteors of November 13-14, 1866. 79 

I desire to express my great obligations to Mr. Alexander 
Herschel for the constant attention and invaluable assistance 
he has rendered me in my endeavours to pursue this investi¬ 
gation, on which he is known to have made such successful 
researches and added so much to our stock of information; 
indeed, but for Mr. Herschel’s kindness, I should not have 
approached the subject. 


On a Bright Meteor , Nov. 13-14, 1866. 

By R. Hodgson, Esq. 

After the meteoric shower had subsided, and only occasional 
trains appeared at intervals, I noticed at 3 h 6 m past midnight, 
or Nov. 13 15 11 6 m G.M.T., a brilliant train, which burst with 
a very bright nucleus larger than Jupiter , so close to the 
house that it appeared within a few yards ; its direction was 
from Leo towards the two stars in the tail of Ursa Major , and 
as it was not seen by the observers at Greenwich (seven 
miles due south), I am inclined to believe the outburst was within 
half-a-mile. 

Chtngfordj Essex, 

15 Nov. 1866. 


Accounts of the Meteoric Shower of 1866, Nov. 13-14, have 
also been received from Mr. E. J. Lowe, observing at the 
High field House Observatory, and from Mr. Talmage, at Mr. 
Barclay’s Observatory, Leyton, Essex. 


On the Solar Eclipse of 1868, August 17. 

By Major J. E. Tennant, R.A. 

{In a Letter to Mr. Stone.) 

Will you allow me through you to draw attention of the 
Council to the total eclipse of August 17. 1868 ? 

I presume no observers from Europe will feel disposed to 
incur the voyage for the sight, but there will be no lack in 
India if the matter be taken in time, and the Indian Govern¬ 
ment can be induced to give facilities, if they will give no 
greater aid. 

I have just placed the Centre Line, as given in the Nautical 
Almanac , on the map. I find that entering India on the west, 
near Kolapoor in the south of the Bombay Presidency, it passes 
by the confluence of the Kistna and Bheeura to Gopalpoor and 
Masulipatam on the eastern coast. In the Bay of Bengal it 
would seem to pass among the small islands lying on the north 
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8 o Mr. Peacock , Astronomical Postulate regarding 

of the Andaman group, and then passes through the southern 
portion of the Tenasserim Province. 

On the Malabar coast and in Tenasserim there will not be 
much chance, I fear, of any observations. In the Tenasserim 
Province there will be a good deal of the rainy monsoon to 
pass through ; on the Bombay coast it will be nearly over. 
I fancy, too, that the Andamans will not have very fine wea¬ 
ther, but on the Madras coast and to the east of the Ghauts 
there will be everywhere almost certainly fine weather. 

Mr. Pogson will doubtless do his part, but Masulipatam is 
readily accessible from both Calcutta and Madras by steamer, 
and is itself a port at which they call. It will be quite in the 
power of the Government, if so disposed, to collect at that 
place a corps of practised observers; and even if they will not 
do this, I have little doubt that, if their officers are permitted 
to go, there will be some (possibly enough) observers who 
would form a party for the occasion. Probably the Council 
will not think that it would be too much to ask that the 
Government should, by organising an observing party or two, 
give the business that element of discipline and unity of action 
which volunteer observers, collected from various parts of a 
large country, will almost necessarily want. 

The season is favourable, being a time when the officers of 
the Indian Survey will be in quarters, and when they could be 
best spared. I know nothing of what may be my own station 
in India, but I much fear that I have but little chance of shar¬ 
ing in what is done. I will, however, take in hand the accurate 
computation of the Central Line and limit of Totality, and hope 
before my return to India I shall be in a position to circulate 
to possible observers what may guide their arrangements. 

22 Henrietta Street , Cavendish Square , 

Jan. 'indy 1866. 


Astronomical Postulate regarding the Verification of Jana - 
majaya's Eclipse. By G. Peacock, Esq. F.R.G.S. 

In the ninth volume of Bengal Asiatic Researches , pub¬ 
lished in Calcutta in 1809, at page 447, the following passage 
occurs, being the purport of the inscription on a brass-plate, 
one of three dug up, fastened together by a ring on which is 
the representation of a seal, bearing the figure of a boar with a 
sun and crescent. It is as follows: — 

“ Janamajaya, son of Pariskshita, a monarch reigning at 
Ilartinapur, made a progress to the south, and to other quar¬ 
ters, for the purpose of reducing all countries under his 
domination, and performed a sacrifice for the destruction of 
serpents, in presence of the God, or Idol, Harrihara, at the con¬ 
fluence of the rivers Tungabhadra and Harida, at the time of 
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